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Sources: 
(BL1): London, British Library, Add. MSS 29372 
–29376. Tristitiae remedium, c. 1616. Complete 
vocal parts with viol lines.
(BL2): London, British Library, Add. MS 29366–
68. Early 17th-century parts for Cantus, Quintus 
and Bassus.
(BL3): London, British Library, Add. MS 30478, 
30479. Two tenor parts books, c. 1670.
(D): Durham Cathedral, MS A6. An organ book, 
c.1638.
 Thomas Wilkinson is a little known composer 
of the Elizabethan age. He was a lay-clerk at 
Norwich from 1575 to 1580, and then at King’s 
College, Cambridge until 1595. He may have 
taught the choristers there until the appointment 
of Edward Gibbons in 1592-3.
 A Thomas Wilkinson, ‘musitioner’ was married 
in Durham in 1604, and this may explain the 
presence of his music in Durham manuscripts. 
A man named ‘Wilkinson’ succeded John Hilton 
as Master of the Choristers at Trinity College, 
Cambridge from 1609 until at least 1612, and 

circumstantial evidence suggests that it is the 
same person. He wrote a considerable quantity of 
music for viols, as well as verse and full anthems.
 The major editorial task is reconciling the 
different sources and making the parts concur 
with each other. Accidentals also frequently do 
not agree between the vocal lines, the viol parts 
and the organ. Accidentals in square brackets 
are editorial; accidentals in parentheses are 
cautionary, or used to extend or reduce the validity 
of a previous source accidental. Dashed slurs are 
editorial; all other slurs are found in the sources. 
Double barlines are as in the sources. Small 
notes in the organ part are editorial. The music is 
presented in original note values up a tone.
13: organ has semibreve B natural. Changed to 
minim.
25: Organ, top staff, lower voice has minims F G 
A G. Changed to match rhythm of Quintus part.
59: Cantus has only crotchet rest, with dotted 
semibreve for ‘song’. Organ has minim, crotchet 
rests, with semibreve.
47: Organ book has breves for final note.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2017

The text is a meditation on the psalms: some phrases can be found within the psalter; 
others are paraphrases with familiar sentiment.

Preserve me, O Lord, from those that seek to destroy me
22:11. For trouble is hard at hand and there is none to deliver me.

Let not mine enemies rejoice to see me fall.
Let not those that hate me be lords over me.

40:14. Withdraw nor thy mercy from me in the time of trouble.
O deliver me for thy name’s sake.

Thou art my God, my strong defence, my hope, my stay.
28.8. My heart danceth for joy and in my song will I praise thee.

118:6. I will not fear what man can do to me, 
3:6. though ten thousand (at once) encompass me round about

Thy right hand shall save me from those that hate me.
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de liv er me, O de liv er me, de liv er me for thy name’s sake.

de liv er me, O de liv er me, de liv er me for thy name’s sake.
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





 

   






 







 

 
    


 


  







  




 

 

 

 

 

- - - - -

- - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

though ten thou sand en com pass me round a bout, though ten thou

ten thou sand at once, though ten thou sand en com pass me, though

me, though ten thou sand en com pass me, though ten thou sand en com pass

ten thou sand en com pass me, en com pass me round a

ten thou sand en com pass me round a bout, though ten thou sand en com pass







   

 




  

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                


              

   


   


     

 
 

               


 

  






 


 







  


     



 




 
 



 


 



 

 








    















  

 





 







  




 

 

 

 

 

- - - - - - -

- - - - -

- -

- - - - -

- - -

sand en com pass me round a bout, thy right hand shall save

ten thou sand en com pass me round a bout, thy right hand shall save

me round a bout, round a bout, thy right hand shall save

bout, en com pass me round a bout, thy right hand shall save

me round a bout, round a bout, thy right hand shall save






 



 
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


     

     




           



     
       

 




            


    

   






 


 


    









 


  


 

 








 
  

  



 


 

 
  









  




 

 

 

 

 

me from those that hate me, from those that hate me.

me from those that hate me, from those that hate me.

me from those that hate me, from those that hate me.

me from those that hate me, from those that hate me.

me from those that hate me, from those that hate me.




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