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Sources:
(P): Cambridge, Peterhouse ‘Former Caroline Set’,
MSS 33, 34, 35, 38, 39, 43, 45, 47. A set of vocal
part books dated c. 1625.
(BL1): London, British Library, Add. MSS 29372
–29376. Tristitiae remedium, c. 1616. Complete
vocal parts with viol lines.
(BL2): London, British Library, Add. MS 30478,
30479. Two tenor parts books, c. 1670.
(D): Durham Cathedral, MS A1. An organ book,
c.1638.

Thomas Wilkinson is a little known composer of
the Elizabethan age. He was a lay-clerk at Norwich
from 1575 to 1580, and then at King’s College,
Cambridge until 1595. He may have taught the
choristers there until the appointment of Edward
Gibbons in 1592-3.

A Thomas Wilkinson, ‘musitioner’ was married in
Durham in 1604, and this may explain the presence
of his music in Durham manuscripts. A man named
‘Wilkinson’ succeded John Hilton as Master of the
Choristers at Trinity College, Cambridge from 1609
until at least 1612, and circumstantial evidence
suggests that it is the same person. He wrote a
considerable quantity of music for viols, as well as
verse and full anthems.
The Peterhouse partbooks are incomplete, lacking
tenor and organ parts. Happily, these are found in
the British Library and Durham sources.

The major editorial task is to resolve the conflicts
between the different sources and make the parts
concur with each other. Accidentals also frequently
do not agree between the vocal lines, the viol parts
and the organ. Accidentals in square brackets are

editorial; accidentals in parentheses are cautionary,
or used to extend or reduce the validity of a previous
source accidental. Dashed slurs are editorial; all
other slurs are found in the sources. Double barlines
are as in the sources. Small notes in the organ part
are editorial. The music is presented in original
note values up a tone.

The sources vary in their treatment of the joins
between verse and chorus. BL1 tends to have no
stop between sections, with shortened final notes
and the music continuing immediately (e.g. bar 13,
Alto, Tenor and Bass would come in on 2nd beat).
D, P and BL2 have semibreves or breves, frequently
followed by a minim rest. Double bars are also found
only in this group. This edition favours the cadential
stop and restart.
20-22: Again, the parts treat the cadence differently.
BL1 has the Altus viol scale beginning in the last
beat of 21, pre-empting, rather than doubling the
Cantus line. The organ book (D) has the scale
starting in the new bar. The final Altus phrase ‘at
my tears’ appears in all sources two beats earlier,
leaving the final chord without a fifth. The editorial
solution is to move the Altus part forward, creating
a cadentially pleasing result, and letting the viol
line follow the organ. The ‘offset’ is recovered in
23, and bar 24 agrees in all sources.
40-41, Tenor: underlay changed from ‘as all ||:’ to
‘and a sojourner…’.
43-44: BL1 lacks the last beat of 43 and first beat
of 44, with the viols starting immediately after a
minim on ‘were’.

Viol parts are available on request.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2021

Psalm 39, vv. 13–15.
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