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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

FiRsT EVENING SERVICE

JOHN WARD
(1590 — 1638)

Source: John Barnard, First Book of Selected Church Musick (London: Griffin, 1641);
GB-0b MS Tenbury 791: The ‘Batten” organ book.

There are ten vocal partbooks in total: five for each side of the choir (Decani and Cantoris). Each side has
two Contratenor books: Primus and Secondus. The Secundus part sings the same as the Primus part on
the other side. Only the Primus parts sing in the Verse sections. In order to avoid writing four separate
staves: Contratenor I is the Decani Primus part (and Cantoris Secundus for choruses); Contratenor II is
the Cantoris Primus part (and Decani Secundus for the choruses). It is thus possible to sing this work
with only two Contratenors, but Seconds can either sing ‘with the side’, or ‘against the side’.

Even where two books are notionally singing the same music, there are often differences in underlay, and
occasionally in note division. Italics are used to represent syllables whose placement is uncertain or
ambiguous in the source, and should be considered as conjectural. Performers should feel free to consider
adjusting the position of lyrics in italics. Additional editorial alteration of the lyrics is listed below.
There are no slurs in the source. The sources often contain additional repeated phrases, mistakenly
added due to the similarity of imitative points.

The music is presented up a tone in original note values.

MAGNIFICAT

18: Can Tenor has ‘handmaid-en’ here, but that form of the word is not used anywhere else.

39, Medius: Source has and holy is his name’ from here; but the congruence of the motive with the other
parts suggests hath magnified me’.

43, Medius: First two notes are one step lower in the vocal partbook, but not in the organ.

43-44, Contratenor II: The last note is missing a dot in the vocal partbook, but not in the organ.

48: Cantoris Tenor book has some notes repeated here at a page turn.

71: The Cantoris and Decani Tenor parts have been swapped, to sing alongside the Basses.

94, Tenor: Source has C for last note; changed to B.

129: The sources give no indication of Verse for the Contratenors: all four books have the music as a
continuation of the Chorus.

NUNC DIMITTIS

18, Contratenor I: Source has dotted minim C, crotchet D for first half of the bar, which causes an
awkward dissonance against the multiple Bs, and consecutive 5ths with the Medius. This edition
‘restores’ the imitative point as a rising scale of crotchets.

52, Contratenor II: Both partbooks have an explicit sharp here, against the Bass’s flat, which seems an
unlikely false relation.

61, Medius: Source has ‘world without end here. Changed to Amen, Amen’.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2024
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