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EDITORIAL NOTES

Source:Musica Deo Sacra (London: Godbid, 1668). Note values have been preserved and the
music transposed up a tone.The original clefs are C1, C3, C4, F4. Barring is found only in the
Organ book, but it is irregular, so in the interests of clarity, regular barring has been applied.
(Triple-time has been used in the Nunc, 28-36.) Small notes, accidentals in brackets and dashed
slurs are editorial. Note pitches below are at editorial pitch.

The source material is internally inconsistent: the Organ book often disagrees in rhythm and
chromatic alteration. Due to extremity of range in the Contratenor parts, some entire passages
have been reallocated to the Tenor lines. No notes have been altered and phrases have not been
‘rewritten’ in any way.

MAGNIFICAT
1: Only the Organ book shows barring, which is inconsistent. Regular barring has been used
throughout, and two beats’ rest has been added to the start of the piece. While barlines are used
in the parts to divide some Verse/Chorus sections, double barlines for the same purpose are
editorial.
7, Can Contratenor: ‘spirit’ is sung to one minim in source.
14, Dec Tenor: source (Dec Contratenor) has minim rest at the comma. Deleted.
22, Dec Tenor: 1st beat is A in source (Dec Contratenor); changed to B.
37, Can Bassus: 1st note is B flat in source. Changed to C natural.
39, Dec Medius: underlay changed. Source has ‘is his name, his name’.
43: Bassus source has B. Changed to A, matching Organ.
46, Dec Tenor:The position of the slur and underlay has been adjusted, where the source (Can
Contratenor) is clumsy or uncertain.
52: Tenor and Organ have breve. Changed to Semibreve.
57-58, Dec Tenor: underlay in source (Dec Contratenor) modified to match imitation in other
parts.
71, Dec Tenor: the final note is a semibreve into the next bar in the source (Can Contratenor).
Changed to minim.
76, 77, Dec Tenor: Source (Dec Contratenor) underlay ends with “imaginations”, with no space
for ‘of their hearts’.The tie over the barline (dotted semibreve in source) has been split, to allow
adjusted words.
84, Dec Contratenor: 2nd note has no dot in source.
88, 89, Dec Contratenor: source underlay does not fit, and has been revised.
91, Dec Contratenor: missing minim rest.
102, Cantoris Tenor: source has ‘away’ underlay. Changed to ‘empty’.
119-127: Source has both Medius verses duplicated in the Tenor books, though the Organ book
suggests that the Medius is correct.The solos could be sung by either Tenors or
Trebles/Sopranos.
149-151: Organ part has semibreves instead of breves on Treble E.
148-152: Dec Contratenor source has ambiguous underlay.This has been revised.
152:The final note is a breve in all parts.

NUNCDIMITTIS
26-27: Tenor source has breve, semibreve on ‘all’.
29, Dec Contratenor: dotted rhythm taken from Organ. Source has equal crotchets.
33, Dec Contratenor: Source has D as first note. Organ has A. Changed to A to match preceding
phrase in Medius.
33, Tenor: As 29, though the Organ has crotchets and Tenor has dotten rhythm in source.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2019
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He hath shew ed strength with his arm, he hath shew

He hath shew ed strength with his arm,
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ed strength with his arm,

he hath shew ed strength, shew’d strength with

shew ed strength with his arm, his arm, he hath
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He hath shew ed strength, hath
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He hath put down, he hath put down, put down

down, he hath put down, he hath put down the migh ty from their
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put down, he hath put down, put down
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hath ex alt ed the hum ble and meek.

meek, the hum ble and meek.

hum ble, the hum ble and meek.
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end, and ev er shall be, world with out end, with

ev er shall be, world with out end, and ev er shall be, world with

ev er shall be, world with out end, and ev er shall be, world with

be world with out end, and ev er shall be, world with

� �

�

�

�

�

� �

� � �

� �

�
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� �

�

� �
� � � � � �

� � �

�
�

�
�� �

�
�

� � � �

� � �
�

�
�� � � � � � �� �

�
� � �� � �

� �
�

� �
�

� � �
�

�

�
� � �

�

�
�
�
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�

� �
�

� �
�

�

�

� � �
�
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�
� � �

�

�

�
� �

�
�

�
�

�

� �
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�

�

�
�

� �
�

��
�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�
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�
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�

� �
�
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�

�

�
�

�

�
�

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

A men, A men, A men.

with out end, A men, A men.

out end, A men, A men.

out end, A men, A men.

out end, A men, A men, A men.

out end, A men.

�
�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
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�
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�

� � � �
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�
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�
�
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�
�

�
�
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�

�
�
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�
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�

� �
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

- - - -

- -

- - - -

-

Lord, now let test thou thy ser vant de part, de

Lord, now let test thou thy ser

Lord, now let test thou thy ser vant de part, de

Lord, now let test thou

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
Medius

Decani

Medius

Cantoris

Contratenor

Decani

Contratenor

Cantoris

Tenor

Bassus

Organ

Verse

Verse

Verse

Verse

Verse

�

�
�

�

�

�

�
�

�
�

� � �
� ��

�
� � �

� � �
�

� � �

� � ��
�
�� �
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�
� �� �� � �
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� � � �

� � � �
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�
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� � � �
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� �

�
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� �
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�

�
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�
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� �
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�
�

�
�� �

�
� ��

�

�
�
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�

�
�
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�

� �

�
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�
� � �
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� �
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�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

- - - - -

- - -

- - - - - -

- - - -

part in peace, in peace, thy ser vant de part in peace, ac cord ing

vant de part in peace, de part in peace,

part in peace, in peace, thy ser vant de part, de part in peace, ac cord ing to

thy ser vant de part in peace, in peace, ac cord ing

� �
� �

�

� �
�

� �
� �

�

� �
�

�

�
�

�
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�

�
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�
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� �
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� �
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

- -

- - - - -

-

- -

to thy word, to thy word, ac cord ing to thy word.

ac cord ing to thy word, ac cord ing to thy word.

ac cord ing to thy word.

thy word, thy word,

to thy word, ac cord ing to thy word, to thy word.

Verse

�
�

�

�
�

� �

�
�

�

�

�

9
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� ��
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� � �
� � �
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� � � � �
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�
�
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�
�

� � �

�

� � � �
�

�
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�
�

� � � � � � � �

�

�
� � � �

�

�

�

�
�

�
�

� �
� �� � � � �

� � � � � �
� � �

�

�
� �

�
�

� �
� �� � � � �

� � � � � �
� � �

�

�
� � � � �

� � � �
�

� � � � �
� � �� � �

�
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� � � �
�

� � � � �
� � �� � �

� �� �
�

�

�
�
�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�
� � � �

�
�

�
�

�

� �
�

�
�

�
�

�
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�
�
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�
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�
�
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�
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�
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�
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�

�

�

� �
�

� �
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� �
�

�

�
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�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
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�

�
�

�

�
�

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

For mine eyes have seen, have seen thy sal va ti on, thy sal

For mine eyes have seen, have seen thy sal va ti on, thy sal

For mine eyes have seen thy sal va ti on, thy sal

For mine eyes have seen thy sal va ti on, thy sal va ti on,

For mine eyes have seen thy sal va ti on, thy sal va ti on, thy sal va ti on,

For mine eyes have seen thy sal va ti on, thy sal va ti on, thy sal va ti on, thy sal

For mine eyes have seen thy sal va ti on, thy sal va ti on,

For mine eyes have seen thy sal va ti on, thy sal va ti on, thy sal va tion,

M.

M.

C.

C.

T.

T.

B.

B.

Org.

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Chorus

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
� �

�
�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

� �
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�
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� �
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� �
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� �
�
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�
�
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�
�
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�
�

�

�
�

�

�
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�

�
�

�

�
�

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - -

-

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

va ti on, which thou hast pre par ed

va ti on, which thou hast pre par ed, pre

va ti on,

which thou hast pre

thy sal va ti on, which thou hast pre par ed, pre

va ti on, sal va ti on, which thou

thy sal va ti on,

thy sal va ti on, which thou hast pre par ed

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
� �

�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

� �
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� � � � � � � � � � �

� � �
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�
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�
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� � � � �
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��� � �
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� �
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� �
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� �
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� � �
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� �
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- - - - - -

- - -

- - - - -

- - - -

- - -

�
�

par ed be fore the face of all peo ple, be fore the face of all

�
�

be fore the face of all peo ple, of all peo

�
�

par ed be fore the face of all peo ple, be fore the face of all

�
�

par ed be fore the face of all peo ple, of all

�
�

hast pre par ed, pre par’d

�
�

�
�

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

� �

�
� �
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�
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- -

- - -

- -

- - -

- - - -

-

-

To be a light to ligh ten the Gen tiles,

�

peo ple. To be a light to ligh ten the Gen tiles,

�

ple. To be a light to ligh ten the

�

peo ple. To be a light to ligh ten the Gen tiles,

�

peo ple. To be a light to ligh ten the Gen tiles, to be a light to ligh ten the

�

To be a light to ligh ten the

�

To be a light to ligh ten the

�

�

�
�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�
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�

�
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�

�
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�
�

�

�

�

�
�
�
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�
�

�
�
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� �
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� �
� �
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� �
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� �
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� �
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�
�

- - - - - -

- -

- -

- - -

- -

- -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

-

and to be the glo ry of thy peo ple Is ra

Gen tiles, and to be the glo

glo

ry, the

ry,

glo

and

ry

to

of

be

thy

the

peo

glo

ple

ry

Is

of

ra

thy

Gen tiles, and to be the glo ry of thy peo ple Is ra el, of thy peo

Gen tiles, and to be the glo ry of thy peo ple Is ra

Gen tiles, and to be the

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� � �

� � �
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� �

�
�

� �
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�

36

©	2019	Ben	Byram-Wigfield.	Free	to	print.

23Nunc	dimittis



� � � �
� �

� �
� � � � � �

�
�

� � � � � � � �
�

� � �
�

�
�

�
�

� �� �

�
�

�
� � � � �

�
� �

�
� �

� � � � � � � � � �
� �

�
�

� � � �
� �� � �� � �

� � � � � � �

�
�

�
�

�

�
�
� �

�
�

�
� �

�
� �

�
� �

�
� �

�
�
�

�

�
�

�
� �

�

� �
�
� �

�
� � � ���

�
�

�
�

�
�

� �

�
� �

�

�

�

�
�
�
�
�
�

� �� �
�
�

�

	







� � �
�

�

�
�

� �
�

� �
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�
�

- - - - - -

-

-

-

- -

- -

- -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

- - - -

- - - - -

- - -

- - - - -

el, Is ra el, and to be the glo ry of thy

el,

peo

the

ple

glo

Is

ry

ra

of

el,

Is

Is

ra

ra

el,

el,

the

the

glo

glo

ry

ry

of

of

thy

thy

peo

peo

ple,

ple,

glo

and

ry

to

of

be

thy

the

and to be the glo ry of thy peo ple,

ple Is ra el, Is ra el,

el, and to be the glo ry of thy

glo ry of thy peo ple Is ra el,

�
�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�
�

�

�
� �
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- - - - - - - -

-

-

- - - - - - -

- - - - - -

-

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

peo ple Is ra el, the glo ry of thy peo ple, of thy peo ple

peo

glo

ple,

ry,

of thy peo ple, of thy peo ple Is ra el, of thy peo ple

the glo ry of the peo ple, of thy peo ple Is ra el,

of thy peo

peo ple Is ra el, of thy

and to be the glo ry of thy peo ple Is ra

�
�

�
�

�
�
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Is ra el, of thy peo ple Is ra el.

Is ra el,

of thy peo ple Is ra el.

ple Is ra el, of thy peo ple Is ra el.

peo ple Is ra el, of Is ra el.

el, of thy peo ple Is ra el.
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Glo ry be to the Fa ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho ly

Glo ry be to the Fa ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho ly

Glo ry be to the Fa ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho ly, Ho ly

Glo ry be to the Fa ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho ly, Ho ly

Glo ry be to the Fa ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho ly

M.

C.

C.

T.

B.

Org.

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Chorus
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Ghost, and to the Ho ly Ghost. As it was in the be gin ning, and is

Ghost, and to the Ho ly Ghost. As it was in the be gin ning, and is

Ghost,

Ghost, and to the Ho ly Ghost. As it was in the be gin ning, and is

Ghost, and to the Ho ly Ghost. As it was in the be gin ning, and is

Ghost, the Ho ly Ghost.
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now, as it was

now, as it was in the be gin ning and is now, as it was

As it was in the be gin ning, and is now,

now, as it was in the be gin ning, and is now, as it was in

As it was it the be gin ning, and is now, in the be
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in the be gin ning, and is now, and is now,

in the be gin ning, and is now,

as it was in the be gin ning, is now, and ev er shall be, world with out

the be gin ning, in the be gin ning, is now and ev er shall be, world with

gin ning, and is now, is now, and ev er shall
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and ev er shall be, and ev er shall be, world

and ev er shall be, world with out end, A men,

end with out end, and ev er shall be,

end, world with out end, and ev er shall be, world with out end,

be, world with out end, and ev er shall be, world

be, world with out end, and ev er shall be, and
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with out end, with out end, and ev er shall be, world

world with out end, world

world with out end, A men, world with out end, A men,

world with out end, world with out end, A men,

with out end, with out end, world with out end,

ev er shall be, world with out end, world with out end,
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with out end, A men, A men.

with out end, A men, A men.

A men, A men.

A men, A men.

A men, A men, A men.
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