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EDITORIAL NOTES
Source: Musica Deo Sacra (London: Godbid, 1668).

Note values have been preserved and the music transposed up a tone. The original clefs are C1, C3, C4,
F4. Barring is found only in the Organ book, but it is irregular, so in the interests of clarity, regular
barring has been applied. (Triple-time has been used at 17-20.) Some notes in the organ part have been
moved from one staff to another without comment, to improve reading. Small notes, accidentals in
brackets and dashed slurs are editorial.

An asterisk has been used above the final (minim) note of antiphonal phrases, to suggest that these
notes be sung as a semibreve duration, overlapping the ‘incoming’ phrase. This practice is observed in
sources of Tomkins’ First Evening Service, which is structurally similar to this work.

Note pitches below are at editorial pitch.
MAGNIFICAT

9, Contratenor: minim D missing.

30, Contratenor: source has Lunga instead of breve for “-ons’.

38-9: The final beat of 38 and the first of 39 are problematic. The Tenor has two divisi notes on the
final beat: G and E, with F# in bar 39. As this section is marked for Decani, further divisi may not
desirable. Furthermore, the Medius also has G followed by F#, in parallel motion with the Tenor, and
this is also shown in the Organ part (which lacks the inner voices). The Medius has been changed to
E, D#; the Tenor E is deleted.

43: Contratenor source has semibreve G, F; creating consecutive notes with the Medius. Changed to
minim G, E.

49, Tenor: Source has B on ‘he’. Changed to A, to match Medius and Bassus.

60-61, Bassus underlay modified to create anacrucis.

NUNC DIMITTIS

20, Tenor, underlay modified to create anacrucis.
20, Bassus: source has equal crotchets for first beat.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2019
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