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The Salve regina is thought to be Pergolesi’s last work, written 
immediately after the Stabat mater for which he is best known. 
Both works share common musical motifs and themes. This piece is 
frequently found both in C minor for Soprano and in F minor for Alto. 
It became one of the most widely printed and copied works of the 18th 
century.

Sources: 
London, British Library (GB-Lbl) Add. 31659: Said to be an autograph 
manuscript, in F minor. Also Add. 49519, Add. 31490 and R.M.23.c.17: 
all mid-18th-century manuscripts of the work in F minor for Alto.

This edition collates the three London manuscripts in F minor as 
its starting point, referring to Add. 31659 for confirmation of errors 
and variations. Bracketed accidentals are editorial, and a ‘skeleton’ 
right hand has been created for the keyboard continuo. Accomplished 
accompanists should feel free to embellish the right hand presented 
here or disregard it entirely, substituting their own.

Instrumental parts are also available.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2015

EDITORIAL NOTES
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