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The mass is generally described as 'for six voices', though the Crucifixus has two Altus parts, and the
final Agnus Dei has a second Bass (Septimus) part.

The music in the partbooks is written using G2, G2, C2, C3, C3 and F3 clefs, similar to those of the
Magnificat settings of the Vespers later in the books. These chiavette alte suggest downward
transposition. However, finding a suitable pitch for all singers is not an easy task. At written pitch,
the parts allocated to Sopranos and Tenors are perhaps tiringly high; and while a reduction in pitch
moves the Tenor and Quintus parts into a more comfortable register, it increases the number of
journeys below the staff for Cantus and Sextus. The Bassus part occupies a narrow compass and will
not be unduly troubled by significant downward movement of as much as a fourth. However, the
Altus line is the most problematic: at pitch, it would suit a decent contralto or countertenor, but as
the transposition descends, the part lies increasingly below the Treble staff, and becomes more suited
to a skilled light-calibre tenor or haute contre.

There are few corrections to the print, surprisingly so, given the many mistakes in the pages that
follow the mass. Obvious orthographic and typographic errors (such as accidentals on the wrong side
of the note) have been corrected without comment. Bracketed accidentals are editorial.

There is one alteration to the music:
Agnus Dei II, bar 49, Altus. The note on the 3rd beat is a semibreve in the source. It is likely that there
is a durational error somewhere in bars 49-50.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2018
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