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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI

BEATUS VIR primo

a 6 voci concertato con due violini & 3 viole da brazzo
overo 3 Tromboni quali anco si ponno lasciare

Source: Selva Morale e Spirituale (Venice: Bartolomeo Magni, 1641)

Triple-time sections have been halved. This is to mitigate the counter-intuitive circumstance of
having semibreves and breves in the triple time that are faster than minims in duple-time sections
that follow.

Fermata have been added where they are absent from some staves but present on others. Accidentals
in square brackets are those obviously missing (e.g. present in another part at the same point, and

where a chromatic contradiction is inconceivable.) Some additional bass figures have been supplied.
Three instrumental parts have been supplied editorially, based on the lower three voices.

Bar 2: Monteverdi is entirely inconsistent with the rhythm in this repeating figure. The most common
form is of all parts having equal notes, except Soprano 1 with a dotted passing note. Similar cadences
are found throughout the work. However, equal notes for Soprano 2 is at variance with the 'solo’

phrase of Soprano 1 in bar 1 (and elsewhere).
41, Tenore 2: Source has crotchet here. Changed to minim.

48, Alto/Tenore 1: There are no words in the source, but the remaining words of the phrase fit, as

repeated by the Sopranos.
114, Basso continuo: Source has D for 2nd note. Changed to E.

254: Final note is a long. A fermata has been added.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2026
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