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EDITORIAL NOTES

Source: Venice, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Cod. It. IV 1007: an autograph manuscript in score,
dating from the 1730s.

The work is thought to have been composed as part of the festivities in 1736 for the Sposalizio del
Mare — the annual celebration on Ascension Day, when Venice would ‘marry’ the Adriatic Sea. Lotti
also composed a madrigal (‘Spirto di Dio’) for the ceremony at which the Doge drops a ring into the
sea. This Pastorale, and another Serenata by Lotti, /I tributo delli Dei, were performed at the banquet
which followed. (See Emmanuele Antonio Cicogna: Delle inscrizioni Veneziane, vol. 4, p. 117.)

33: Bass and Continuo have F#. Changed to F natural, matching 1st violin.
124, viola: Source has F# for entire 2nd beat. Changed to G crotchet F# quaver, to match all other

instances of the theme.
310, Violin 1: Last note: The source has an G, marked as a correction from a previous D. Changed

toanE.
Instrumental parts are available on request

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2015
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