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SOURCES & ORIGIN
Lotti’s Requiem is found in four manuscripts in the Dresden 
Sächsische Landesbibliothek (SLUB D-Dlb) Mus.2159-D-7, 
7a, 7b & 7c. Antonio Lotti &ayed in Dresden from 1717 to 
1719, primarily to write opera for the court of the Saxon 
Ele'or Friederich Augu&us I. However, the work is likely to 
have been written in Venice before his arrival. (e earlie& 
manuscript (D-7a) is written on Venetian paper, and while 
the )r& half of the material may be an autograph, the music 
from Quaerens me onward is in another hand (also found in 
other Venetian copies of Lotti’s music). (is source contains 
only the Introit and Dies Irae, lacking the Kyrie and the 
O!ertorium (Nos 22-24). (e complete setting is found in a 
set of vocal and in&rumental parts (D-7b), made in Dresden 
around 1730. (e remaining Dresden sources (D-7, D-7c) 
are 19th-century transcriptions of the parts into score. (A 
handful of other libraries contain copies of the Dies Irae.)

(ere is certainly no mi&aking Lotti’s &yle throughout 
the music: the Requiem is a patchwork of short settings in 
a variety of di-erent scorings and &yles. Some of the choral 
writing is derived from an earlier setting of the Requiem, 
written for SATB and organ in 1704.

It is not known for what occasion Lotti wrote this work. 
(e autograph source seems rushed, and the frequent 
reworking of material from Lotti’s earlier a cappella setting 
would sugge& that an unexpe'ed death urgently called for 
an impressive ceremony. 

FORCES
(e work requires an SSATB chorus (with the tenors  and 
basses split into three), with soli for SSATB. Originally, the 
soloi&s would have been members of the choir, so the work 
would therefore be be& performed by an ensemble of at lea& 
SSSSAATTTBBB, each of whom can hold a line. Alternatively, 
many of the ensemble soli passages could be performed by a 
semi-chorus, though the Soprano and Alto arias would &ill 
need soloi&s.

In&rumentally, the requirements are 2 violin parts, 2 violas, 
2 oboes, trumpet, and a continuo se'ion of at lea& cello and 
organ (plus bassoon, contrabass, theorbo and others). In the 
Venetian source, the bassoon is not mentioned; the oboes are 
only scored where they have independent lines. (e Dresden 
parts .esh out the woodwind lines more explicitly, doubling 
the violins for much of the work. (e bassoon a's similarly, 
as a continuo ripieno. It might be feasible to perform closer 
to Lotti’s original intentions by removing the bassoon and 
only using one oboe along with the trumpet. (Coincidentally, 
San Marco had no bassooni& and only one oboe player in 
Lotti’s time.) (e bassoon part could be used as a ripieno 
part for a contrabass. (e Dresden parts have 3 of each violin, 
1 of each viola and oboe, with 2 violoncelli, a violone, theorbo, 
organ and 2 bassoons on the continuo.

EDITORIAL METHOD
Mus.2159-7a has been a-orded primacy for the Introit and 
Dies Irae, and 7b for the Kyrie and O!ertorium. 

(e continuo part in the source has been expanded to 
create a keyboard realisation. Much of the source material 
is un)gured. Keyboard players will wish to ornament and 
amend the right hand as they see )t. (e source occasionally 
makes a di&in'ion between the keyboard continuo line and 
a separate basso part, as ‘violoncello senza organo’ in Mors 
"upebit and Lacrimosa; and separate organ and basso lines 
in Confutatis. (e Qui Mariam se'ion is marked ‘Violone, 
senza V’celli e Tiorba’.

(e major editorial interventions are as follows: 
Kyrie II has been re-barred as 4/2. Lotti always writes � 

as a 4/2 metre, (as in the Introit and Inter oves): the Dresden 
parts and scores halve the bar length of all these se'ions to 
2/2, without altering the note values or the time signature. 
(e Venetian source uses 4/2 for the other se'ions, but lacks 
the Kyrie.

(e key signature of Ho"ias et preces has been given one 
extra .at. 

(e 2nd Alto in Quid sum miser has been presented in the 
tenor G clef, to reduce the soli requirements for the whole 
work to a quintet.

Editorial accidentals have been added in parentheses; 
other additions and alterations have been kept to a minimum:

Kyrie
46, Viola: Source has 5 As and a B .at. Changed to all B .ats.
48,Oboe 2: Source has B .at as )r& note. Changed to A. 

Quantus tremor
38, violins: source has B .ats throughout. Changed to A 
(except )r& note) to match bar 42. 
39, viola: )r& note is C in source, changed to D, to match b. 
43.

Quid sum miser
10-11: (e la& note of bar 10 is given in the bassi parts as an 
F; though in the earlie& score, it is uncertain and either an F 
or a G. If an F is corre', it ‘sugge&s’ that the )r& note of the 
following bar should be an E .at (FGF EbCC). (e alternative 
rendering, FGG CCC, is &ated more clearly in the parts and 
score in bar 60-61, and has been shown thus in the edition. 
Either option may be used in either in&ance.

Ben Byram-Wig)eld
London, 2018
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PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

Lotti uses the term ‘Adagio’ in in 3/2 metre se'ions 
(Kyrie, Quantus tremor) where the music would 
otherwise sugge& a much fa&er tempo. It is sugge&ed 
that the Adagio be felt on the bar, rather than on the 
minim. Also, the repetition of the word ‘Adagio’ for the 
initial vocal entries in the Dies Irae might indicate that 
the preceding in&rumental fugue is at a di-erent tempo.

In the Venetian source, several se'ions &arts on the 
same page as the preceding music. (is may merely be 
economy with a precious resource (paper), or it may 
indicate that the music is to follow on as quickly as is 
pra'ical. Page turns, which inevitably fall between 
se'ions, need to be executed as swiftly as possible.

It is fair to say that the O!ertorium (Nos. 22 - 24), 
though lovely, does not make as a good a )nale for a 
concert performance as the Amen at the conclusion of 
the Dies Irae (No. 21). Lotti’s Requiem setting for four-
part choir and organ includes the San$us, Benedi$us 
and Agnus Dei, and these could conceivably be added 
to this work, with colla voce accompaniment, for both a 
more liturgically complete setting and a more conclusive 
ending.

In&rumental parts and vocal scores are available 
from Ancient Groove Music. 
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Requiem
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3.	Dies	irae

Requiem
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Requiem
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Da vid,
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Da vid cum Si byl la! sol vet
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7.	Liber	scriptus
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9.	Quid	sum	miser

Requiem
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Quid sum

Tutti

Solo
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- - -

- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - -

Quid sum mi ser

Quid sum mi ser tunc

Quid sum mi ser tunc di ctu rus?

mi ser tunc di ctu rus?

Quid sum mi ser tunc di ctu rus? Quid sum mi ser

Solo
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Requiem



� � � � � � � � �

� �
� � � �

� � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� �� � � �
� �

� � � �
� �

� �

� � � �
� � �

�
� � � ��

� � � ��

� �
� � � � �� � � �	� �

� �
�

� � � �� � �� � �
�

�
� � � � �� � � �	� � �

� � �

� �� � � �
� �

� � � �
� � �

�

� �
�
�

�
� �

�
�

� �

�

� �

�
�
� �

�
�

� �	� � �
� �

�
�

� � �

�

��

�
�
� �

�
�

� �	� �

� �� � � �
� �

� � � �
� �

� �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
	
	



	
	

� 	
	

�
	
	



	
	



	
	

�
	
	



	
	



	
	

�
	
	

� 	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	

�
	
	



	
	

- - - -
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tunc di ctu rus? Quem pa tro num

di ctu rus? Quem pa tro num ro ga

Quem pa tro num ro ga tu rus,

Quem pa tro num ro ga tu rus,

tunc di ctu rus? Quem pa tro num ro ga tu rus,
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- - - - - -
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ro ga tu rus, cum vix jus tus sit se

tu rus, cum vix jus tus sit se

cum vix jus tus sit se cu rus?

cum vix jus tus sit se cu rus?

cum vix jus tus sit se cu rus? cum vix jus tus
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Requiem
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cu rus, sit se cu rus? cum vix jus tus sit se cu rus,
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Requiem
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rus?

con	sordino
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Requiem
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(Tutti)

Viola	1

Viola	2
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- - - - -

- - - - -
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Spiritoso

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis,

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis,

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis,

Spiritoso
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101

©	2018	Ben	Byram-Wigfield.	Licensed	to	perform	and	print.
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- - - - - -

- - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - -

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis, qui sal

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis, qui sal

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis, qui sal

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis, qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis,

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis, qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis,

Rex tre men dae ma je sta tis, qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis, qui sal
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- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis.

van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis.

van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis.

sal va me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis.

sal va me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis.

van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis.
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- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va me,

qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va

qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va

qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va

qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va

qui sal van dos sal vas gra tis, sal va
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- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

sal va me, fons pie ta tis, fons pie ta tis.

me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis, fons pie ta tis.

me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis, fons pie ta tis.

me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis, fons pie ta tis.

me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis, fons pie ta tis.

me, sal va me, fons pie ta tis, fons pie ta tis.
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Largo	assai

Re cor da re,
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- - - - - - - - - - -re cor da re Je su pi e, quod sum cau sa tu ae vi ae, ne me per das, ne me per
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- - - - - - - - -das, ne me per das il la di e. Re cor da re Je su
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- - - - - - -pi e, quod sum cau sa tu ae vi ae, ne me per das, ne me per das, ne me
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- - - - - - - - - -per das, ne me per das il la di e. Re cor da re Je su pi e, quod sum
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- - - - -la di e, il la di e.
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Requiem
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Requiem
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15.	Qui	Mariam	absolvisti

Requiem
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16.	Preces	meae

Requiem
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Requiem
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Requiem
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17.	Inter	oves

Requiem
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Requiem
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Requiem
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18.	Confutatis
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Requiem
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20.	Lacrimosa
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Requiem
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21.	Judicandus	homo	reus
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Requiem
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de fun cto rum de poe nis in fer ni, de poe nis in fer ni et de pro

de fun cto rum de poe nis in fer ni de poe nis in fer ni, in

de fun cto rum de poe nis in fer ni de poe nis in fer ni et de pro fun do, pro

de fun cto rum de poe nis in fer ni, de poe nis in fer ni
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- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

fun do la cu, et de pro fun do la cu, pro fun do la cu.

fer ni et de pro fun do la cu, pro fun do, pro fun do la cu.

fun do la cu, et de pro fun do, pro fun do la cu.

et de pro fun do, pro fun do la cu.

13

152

©	2018	Ben	Byram-Wigfield.	Licensed	to	perform	and	print.

Requiem



�

� � � � �
�

� �
�

� � � � � �

�

� � � �
� �

� �
� �

�

�
�

� �
� � � ��

�
� �

� � � � � � � � �
�

� � �

� �
�

�

� �
� � � ��

�
� �

� � � � � � � � �
�

� �
�

� �

� �
� � � ��

�
� �

� � � � � � � � �
�

� �
�� ��

� � �

�

� � � �
� �

� �
� �

�

� 	� � � � � � � � � �
�

� � � � � � � �

�

� �� � �
�

� � � � � � � � � � �
�

� �� � � � � � ��

�

� �
� � �

� �
�

� � � �
�

� �
�� ��

� � �

� � � �
� �

� �
� �

�

�
�

�

	�
�

�

�
�

�

��
�

�
�
� �

�
�
�

�

�
�

� �� �
�

�
�

� �

�
�

� �
��
�
�

�
�

�

�
� �

�

�

�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�

�
�

�

�

�

��

�
� �

�

� � � �
� �

�
��
� �

�
�
�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� � 	



	

�
	

�
	



	

�
	

� 	



	



	



	

�
	



	



	

- - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - -

- -

Li be ra e as de o re le o nis ne ab sor be at e as tar ta rus.

Li be ra e as de o re le o nis ne ab sor be at e as tar ta rus. ne ca dant

ne ca dant in ob scu rum,

ne ca dant in ob

Solo

Solo
Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

�

�
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- - - - - -

- - - - - -
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- - - - - - - -

ne ca dant in ob scu rum, ne ca dant in ob scu rum, sed

in ob scu rum, ne ca dant in ob scu rum sed

ne ca dant, sed si gni fer san ctus Mi cha el, sed si gni fer san ctus

scu rum, ne ca dant in ob scu rum sed si gni fer san ctus

Tutti
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

si gni fer san ctus Mi cha el re pre sen tet e as in lu cem san ctam, quam o lim

si gni fer san ctus Mi cha el re pre sen tet e as in lu cem san ctam, quam o lim

Mi cha el re pre sen tet e as, re pre sen tet e as in lu cem san ctam, quam o lim

Mi cha el re pre sen tet e as, re pre sen tet e as in lu cem san ctam, quam o lim
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- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - -
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- - - - - - -

Ab ra hae, quam o lim Ab ra hae pro mi

Ab ra hae, quam o lim Ab ra hae

Ab ra hae, quam o lim Ab ra hae

Ab ra hae, quam o lim Ab ra hae
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

si sti et se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius.

pro mi si sti et se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius.

pro mi si sti et se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius.

pro mi si sti et se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius.
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Do mi ne, lau dis of fe ri mus. Tu su sci pe pro a ni ma bus il

Do mi ne, lau dis of fe ri mus. Tu su sci pe pro a ni ma bus il

Do mi ne, lau dis of fe ri mus. Tu su sci pe pro a ni ma bus il
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lis, qua rum ho di e me mo ri am fa ci mus, fac e as, Do mi ne,

lis, qua rum ho di e me mo ri am fa ci mus, fac e as, Do mi ne,

lis, qua rum ho di e me mo ri am fa ci mus, fac e as, Do mi ne,
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de mor te trans i re, de mor te trans i re ad vi

de mor te trans i re, trans i re ad vi

de mor te trans i re, de mor te trans i re ad vi
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tam, de mor te trans i re, de mor te trans i re, trans i re ad vi

tam, de mor te trans i re, de mor te trans i re, trans i re ad vi

tam, de mor te trans i re, de mor te trans i re, trans i re ad vi
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tam, de mor te trans i re ad vi tam.

tam, de mor te trans i re ad vi tam.

tam, de mor te trans i re ad vi tam.
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Requiem



Oboe	1

Oboe	2
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Violin	1

Violin	2

Violas

(Tutti)
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Continuo
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Quam o lim Ab ra hae, quam o lim Ab ra hae pro mi si sti et se mi ni

Quam o lim Ab ra hae, quam o lim Ab ra hae pro mi si sti et

Quam o lim Ab ra hae, quam o lim Ab ra hae pro mi si sti et

Quam o lim Ab ra hae, quam o lim Ab ra hae pro mi si sti et
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24.	Quam	olim	Abrahae
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e ius, et se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius.

se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius.

se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius.

se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius, et se mi ni e ius.
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