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EDITORIAL NOTES

The work has been described recently (and recorded
twice) as Mass for three choirs, but this title is neither
descriptive nor unique. While the Kyrie does indeed have
three choirs (two five-part choruses and an ATB trio), the
Gloria reaches eight parts in one movement, but is
otherwise for five parts only (SSATB).

Lotti wrote seven Kyries with similar three-choir
scoring for use in San Marco, for the first mass of
Christmas Day. Lotti wrote individual Kyrie, Gloria and
Credo settings, which were not necessarily designed to
be performed together. We must thank Lotti’s pupil, Jan
Dismas Zelenka for pairing many of Lotti’s Kyrie and
Gloria settings and giving them colourful names, such as
this one. The earliest known source for the Kyrie dates to
1707; the Gloria is likely to have been written at some
point before 1717, likely for a special occasion at one of
the many churches in Venice.

Sources:

Kyrie: (B1) Berlin D-Bs, Mus ms 13160/4.

Kyrie & Gloria:  (H) Harvard, US-CAh, f MS Mus 202;
(D) Dresden D-DI, Mus 2159 D 6;
(B2) Berlin D-Bs, Mus ms 30240;

Gloria: (0) Oxford GB-Ob, MS Mus b 8.

The Harvard source is the earliest, broadly contem-
porary with Lotti’s years in Dresden, from 1717 to 1719. It
has therefore been afforded primacy. The Dresden manu-
script, D, dated around 1730, is part of a collection
belonging to Jan Dismas Zelenka. It lacks the instrum-
ental introduction to the first two sections of the Kyrie

(Kyrie I: 12 bars; Christe: 17 bars). Although there are
errors in some places, it also includes details not found
elsewhere, such as tempo indications. Bl, though dated
1810, is complete and more accurate Kyrie, and is a copy
of an earlier source dated 1707. B2, created in 1767, also
lacks the introductions, but does not have the errors of
D. It also lacks the first Gloria section. O is dated 1753, in
which the Gloria is paired with a different Kyrie in B flat.

This edition represents a conflation of the source
materials rather than a transcription of any one. While
the sources broadly agree on notes and underlay, other
elements (tempo marks, dynamics, articulations and
ornaments) are frequently found in only one source and
lacking in the remainder. (For example, tempo marks are
only found in D; many dynamics in B2 are not found
elsewhere.) Conductors should therefore feel guided but
not constrained by these marks.

Dynamics have been added where present in any of
the sources. Editorial dynamics in brackets have been
added where they are consistent with other source
dynamics, e.g. repeated textures, or where the continuo
part has tutti/solo marks, or restoring forte following a
piano, etc.

Figured bass markings are almost entirely absent from
B2 and O, and more frequent in H, D and Bl1, though
together they remain incomplete and insufficient to
realise the entire harmony; they are also frequently
erroneous and poorly positioned.

Slurs are entirely editorial, used to confirm the
assignment of syllables in the vocal lines.



COMMENTARY

1. Kyrie: The ATB trio is described as a ‘coro
palchetto’ (balcony or platform choir) and would be best
performed as soli, while the other two choirs could well
benefit from more than one to a part. However, all three
choirs frequently have the same music, so the effect may
be largely spatial.

The Adagio/Andante marks in Kyrie I appear only in D.
The larger note values in the Adagio provide a sense of
slowness, so the distinction need not be too pronounced.
B2 has directions for the oboe not to play in the piano
sections.

In the Christe: all the sources place the coro palchetto
between the other two choirs, but this edition places it as
the top vocal group, to be consistent with the Kyrie.
There is a degree of uncertainty about whether the coro
palchetto and SSA trio of Choir 1 should sing the tutti
passages, or not.

H, B1 and B2 show Tenor and Bass staves only in Choir
2, consistently marking their phrases with ‘choro’;
whereas D writes out lower voices for Choir 1. D
occasionally lacks music for a handful of parts where all
other voices are singing:

85-87: D has music for all parts except the first choir
SSA. B1 has music only for coro 2. In D, the music for
coro 2 is doubled by the coro palchetto and tenors and
basses of coro 1. The SSA parts for coro 1 have been
added editorially.

110: Similarly, SSA parts for coro 1, lacking in D and
assumed in B1, have been added editorially.

2. Gloria: The continuo line accompanying the upper
parts in 18-19, 27-30 is not found in D. H lacks 18-19.
33-35: Continuo. The second figure in each bar is placed
on the second beat, not the third.

3. Et in terra pax: O has ‘Violoncello solo’ in the
continuo line and no figures. H has a Violoncello staff,
with figures, above the voices, and the organ staff below
the voices doubles the choir Basses only.

77: Violas final note is C natural in all except O.

4. Laudamus te: H, D and B2 have no continuo accomp-
animent for the upper voices, as shown by brackets in bb
12-14, 24-28, 44-46.

6. Domine Deus, Rex: 34: H, O and B2 write the violin
reprise in full. D marks da Capo, with Fine at first note of
bar 7.

8. Domine Deus, Agnus: Only D explicitly specifies
violins and violas in unison.

13-14 and similar. For underlay, D has Fi-li-us - - - (with
‘us’ sung to four quavers); H, O and B2 have Fi - /i - us -
(with all three syllables sung to two notes.)

64-65: In the continuo, H, D and B2 have a minim E for
the last two beats of 64. D has a semibreve for 65.

9. Qui tollis: H, D and B2 have no continuo notes in bars
30, 31 and 33.

10. Qui sedes: D and O label the strings as ‘violoncello 1
& 2’, with tenor clefs. H and B2 do not label the staves,
also using tenor clefs. This edition suggests violas for
reasons of practicality in both instrument range and
force requirements. Trills shown are from 0. O lacks a
second violoncello line in bars 23-8.

11. Quoniam: The Adagio section that opens ‘Cum Sancio
Spiritu’ is written in the sources at the end of the
preceding ‘Quoniam’. (It has the same 5-voice scoring.) It
is something of a ‘bridge’ between the two sections. For
that reason, an editorial ‘attacca’ has been added at the
end of the Quoniam.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
Revised 2019
(Revised again 2021)
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12. Cum Sancto Spiritu
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12. Cum Sancto Spiritu
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Missa Vide Domine laborem meum
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12. Cum Sancto Spiritu
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