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EDITORIAL NOTES

Sources: Dresden, Sachsische Landesbibliothek (D-DI, Mus
2159-D-4), from a collection belonging to Jan Dismas
Zelenka, thought to date c. 1730.

Prague, Czech Music Museum (XXXIII-A-92): An 18%-
century set of parts, (without Zelenka’s alterations).
formerly belonging to the monastery in Osek.

London, British Library (GB-Lbl, Additional 24297): An 18-
century Venetian manuscript of the Kyrie, paired with a
different Gloria. Also sketches by Handel, (RM.20.g.10).

The Dresden source has been given primacy, though the
the Prague source contains some points of interest.

Lotti moved from Venice to Dresden in 1717, at the
request of August the Strong, the Elector of Saxony and King
of Poland. He was chiefly engaged in writing opera for the
court. He returned to Venice in 1719.

He wrote a number of ‘concertato’ settings —for voices
and instruments— of the Kyrie, Gloria and Credo, but there is
little evidence in documents or the music itself to suggest that
any of them were intended together as a ‘missa. Most
require a large number of vocal parts. It is thought that all of
his concertato sacred music was written for use in Venice,
though some it was performed in Dresden during his stay,
and subsequently.

The name Missa Sapientiae was given to this work by Jan
Dismas Zelenka, who made alterations to the manuscript,
adjusting Lotti’s original orchestration for the needs of the
Dresden Hofkappelle. Lotti’s original Gloria was scored for 2
violins, 2 viola, 1 oboe and continuo. Zelenka turned the
oboe part into a trumpet, and created a woodwind section of
2 oboes and bassoon, which either reinforces the music of
the strings, or divides the music antiphonally between the
two groups. However, no new notes are added. A flute is used
instead of a violin solo in the Domine Deus Rex coelestis. The
Kyrie remains entirely unaltered. The Prague manuscript
shows the music without Zelenka’s alterations.

Zelenka’s changes do not really constitute a considerable
reworking of the music: it was quite common in the Baroque
era for other instruments to be added, particularly for
woodwind to double strings. Lotti himself used woodwind
groups as both reinforcement of and in antiphony to strings
in other mass movement settings.

Editorial tempi and accidentals are shown in brackets. A
few small, obvious errors in the source have been corrected
without comment. The major editorial task is explicitly
providing woodwind parts where they are implied in the
source.

Oboe: Although the front page of the manuscript gives 2
oboes in the list of instruments, they are rarely marked
explicitly in the score. In some movements, such as
Laudamus te, passages in the violin and viola staves are
marked to be played by oboes and bassoon, forming an
antiphony with the strings. An oboe obbligato part is
marked in Domine Deus, Rex Coelestis and Quoniam. The

presence (or absence) of oboes is also noted by the
instruction ‘Hautbois tacet’in Domine Fili and Qui tollis. In
all other movements, the oboe doubling of the strings has
been assumed where tutti markings are used in the
source. There are other indistinct markings in the score,
and their possible relevance to oboe parts has been
conjectured where possible.

Bassoon: Scoring for bassoon is found in the source only
in Laudamus te. The bassoon part in this edition doubles
the bass continuo in all other movements that have oboe
parts (i.e. all except Domine Deus, Domine Fili, Domine
Deus, and the first section of Qui tollis). Handel’s sketch
marks the trumpet part of the opening section of the
Gloria as ‘Oboe’; and a T (for tutti?) Prefixes the same line
for Domine Deus Agnus Dei.

Continuo: The original continuo line (marked ‘Organo’)
has been expanded into a complete keyboard part, which
may be made more or less elaborate by the player. The
figures have been retained and are displayed under the
staff. A basso continuo staff has also been provided in the
score and is duplicated from the original continuo line.
Editorial [Solo] and [Tutti] markings provide a ripieno part
for contrabass or other instrument.

1. Kyrie: The GB-Lbl ms gives Adagio assai, not Lento.

Oboes are not listed in the Kyrie of the Dresden source,
and absent from the Kyrie in the Prague parts; but
parts have been provided in this edition to double the
violins if desired.

3. Laudamus te: Here we see Zelenka’s major contri-
bution to the orchestration: the antiphony between
strings and woodwind, created from Lotti’s original
string parts.

Bar 29: Dresden and other sources have a discordant
string accompaniment: Prague has notes more in
keeping with the harmony, which have been chosen
here.

5. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis: Originally, the flute solo
was a violin. If no flute is available (as it is only required
for this movement), then a solo violin should be used.
Prague Organ part has semibreves with rests through-
out; Dresden varies dotted semibreves in some places.

6. Domine Fili: The instruction ‘Hautbois tacet’ is written
in the Dresden source.

8. Qui tollis: As before, ‘Hautbois tacet’ is marked at the
start of the movement; but oboe parts have been
supplied for the Allegro.

9. Qui sedes: The oboes double the strings for bars 1-7, ad
libitum.

10. Quoniam: Although the ms clearly indicates one
trumpet and one oboe, this movement could be
performed by either 2 trumpets or 2 oboes. The vocal
parts are not marked as soli in the ms. (Prague has the
ripieno Bass part tacet).

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2018 (revised 2021)
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