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EDITORIAL NOTES

Source: Brussels Conservatoire: MS 167: an 18th-
century Venetian manuscript in score. No other
copy of this music is known.

Lotti’s sacred works for choir and instruments are,
for the most part, large-scale works written for the
grandest of Venetian occasions. There are Vesper
psalms for double orchestra and up to 16 voices;
his Kyrie settings regularly feature 13 vocal parts in
three choirs; his Gloria and Credo settings also often
require between eight and fourteen voices.

This mass is amongst a handful of more modest
works, both in the numbers of parts required, and in
length. There are only five vocal parts, and the first
Kyrie section is only 14 bars.

Lotti wrote his settings of the Kyrie, Gloria and
Credo individually, and any of them might have been
combined with any other, or performed alongside
works by other composers. There is almost no
evidence to suggest that any collection of these
settings were conceived by him as a complete ‘missa’.
However, over the years, scribes and musicians have
paired some of his 12 Kyrie settings with some of
his 14 Gloria settings: and occasionally one of his 5
Credo settings is adjoined.

The Kyrie is one of two settings in F; the other
is found in the collection knows as Missa Sancti
Christophori. The openings of both works use the
same music: the setting in this mass seems to be a
reduction of the material in the Sancti Christophori,
rather than the latter being an expansion of the
former. The Christe, too, seems to contain echoes of
the larger work.

The Gloriais one of three settings in D, all of which
found their way into collected ‘missa’ manuscripts.
It is scored for five voices (SSATB), though as is
typical, the soprano line only divides for duetting soli
sections, while the chorus is invariably four voices.
The Gloria also calls for a trumpet, and the Qui sedes
is scored for an oboe ( frequently used to accompany
an Alto solo in Lotti’s settings of this section).

The Credo is one of two settings in B flat, both
of which are scored for SATB with a standard
string quartet and continuo. The three other Credo
settings use two viola parts, and change the scoring
for the Crucifixus: the strings are silent while the
vocal forces are altered, usually larger. The original
scoring returns for a Presto Et resurrexit. The two B
flat settings maintain the same forces throughout.

Editorial contributions have been kept to the
minimum while making the score practical for
performance. Some 7utti and Soli indications, in
brackets, have been added where their absence
seems likely. Dynamics are only seen in the continuo
line, and those have been copied to the other
instruments where appropriate.

There are no tempi indications in the source:
however, Lottis settings of these texts adhere to
conventional forms, and so suggested tempi marks
have been added, in brackets, based on Lotti’s usual
practice. A realization of the continuo line has been
provided: there are almost no figures in the source
(they are only found on one page). A few corrections
to obvious errors and omissions have been made as
below:

GLORIA

33, viola: source has only 6 quavers in the bar: E, E,
D#,B, B, E.

137, Alto: source has dotted crotchet, two quavers.
An extra quaver has been added, repeating the F
natural.

142, Tenor: last three notes are one step higher in
source.

143, Soprano, Alto: first two notes are one step higher
in source.

156 - 160, trumpet: the part is entirely blank in score
(up to first half of 160); and has been editorially
supplied.

CREDO

3,viola:1stand 3rd notes are E flat in source. Changed
to F, to match Alto.

44: The double barline is editorial.

88-89: The lyrics are only written in the bass part, but
the repeated notes in the upper three parts suggest a
different underlay (though Lotti does use melismatic
repeated notes). Syllables in brackets have been
added editorially.

101,violin 2, viola: violin 2 second note changed from
A to G; viola second note changed from D to C.

116, viola: last note was E flat; changed to G.

180-182, viola: last five notes of piece are A in source;
changed to F.

Instrumental parts and printed scores are available
on request.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2019
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Credo in B flat
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