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EDITORIAL NOTES

Sources:

Kyrie: CZ-Pkriz XXXV A 134, c. 1720.

Gloria: CZ-Pkriz XXXVI A 118, dated 1752.

Both sources are sets of instrumental parts written for use in
Prague.

Lotti wrote a large body of concertate mass movements, but
there is scant evidence (neither musical nor historical) that
any were intended to be performed together, or written to
form a ‘missa’. All were composed for use in Venice on feast
days, at several of the many churches in that city. However,
many of them ended up in other cities, notably, Dresden and
Prague, where various of his Kyrie and Gloria settings were
subsequently paired together for performance.

These two mass movements have been paired together by the
editor, based on their joint provenance and the similar
scoring.

SCORING

There is evidence that the instrumentation was altered for
local use in Prague, away from Lotti’s original intentions. The
Gloria has an unusual and somewhat uncharacteristic
scoring. There are parts for two trumpets, the second of
which is only used in Quoniam; and there is an oboe part for
Domine Deus Rex, where it is marked as either an oboe or
violin solo. No other work by Lotti is scored for two trumpets,
and several works pair the trumpet with an oboe. (San Marco
had only one oboe player and one trumpeter.)

To aid performability, the oboe part has been extended by
doubling the first violin in tutti sections. The second trumpet
has also been re-cast as oboe.

COMMENTARY
Kyrie 1 and II are written without key signature. Only the
Christe has one flat. The edition has used one flat throughout.

30: Tenor source has 3rd note as D. Changed to E to match
Violin 2.

Gloria

bb. 2-4: The music for Violins 1 and 2 has been switched from
that found in the parts. The Rinforzo violin parts in the
source have the music as in the edition. (e.g. Violin 2 Rinforzo
has the same music as Violino 1 Primo.)

Etin terra
The order of the tenor parts has been re-arranged, to produce

the ‘terrace’ of voices, typical of Lotti’s writing, at the start.
11, Alto 2: First note is E in source, changed to F#.
37, Violas: 3rd note is C# in source, changed to B.

Laudamus te
54, Violin 1: 3rd note is A in source; changed to B.

Gratias agimus tibi

1: The string parts all show the final note of the Laudamus te
as the first beat of the Gratias. However, Lotti writes all his
other Gratias settings in a similar monumental Adagio style,
with a rest on the first beat.

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis

Organ part has Andante’; Violone has Adagio'. No other part
has a tempo mark.

37, Viola 2: 1st note is F in source; changed to E.

Domine Fili
43: Violone and Organ parts have A as first note. Changed to
B.

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei
26: Violone and Organ parts have F# on 4th beat; changed to
G.

Qui tollis
43, Violini: Source has F with no accidental. Natural has
been added.

Qui sedes

The original setting of Qui sedes is uncharacteristically short
and essentially incomplete. The entire section is only 11 bars
long, with the original music for bars 9 to 14 'scratched out'
from the Organ, Violone and Alto parts, and the music of the
introduction reprised.

It seems likely that what remains in the Prague source is a
greatly reduced version of Lotti's original intention. Lotti
frequently writes this text as an Alto solo, in 12/8, with an
oboe obbligato. The Qui sedes from Lotti’s Gloria in C (No.3)
has been used as a replacement, and the original movement
is shown in an Appendix.

Cum Sancto Spiritu

1, Violin I: Last note is A in source; changed to G#.
1, Viola I: Last note is B in source, changed to C.
23, Viola II: 4th note is G# in source, changed to F.
49, Soprano: 3rd beat: source has C; changed to D.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2020

INSTRUMENTAL PARTS and VOCAL SCORES available to purchase on request
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14. Cum Sancto Spiritu
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Cum Sancto Spiritu
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Cum Sancto Spiritu
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Cum Sancto Spiritu
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Cum Sancto Spiritu
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Cum Sancto Spiritu
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