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NOTES

This work for choir and orchestra has been somewhat over-shadowed by a section within it: the
Crucifixus for eight voices. This movement gained popularity as a motet after its appearance in an
1838 collection of sacred music by Friedrich Johan Rochlitz (1769 - 1842), Sammlung vorziiglicher
Gesangstiicke vom Ursprung gesetzmdssiger Harmonie bis auf die neue Zeit (Important Pieces from the
Origin of Regular Harmony to Modern Times).

Lotti wrote a large body of concertante sacred music (for choir and instruments), most of which
survives in sources outside of Italy — particularly former ‘Holy Roman’ countries such as Germany,
Austria and the Czech Republic. However, all of it was written for use in churches across Venice, which
often required elaborate music for feast days and other spacial occasions. His distinctive polychoral
writing, sometimes with as many as fourteen parts in up to three choirs, and the use of two violas, is
typical of Venetian style. Lotti wrote many individual Kyries, Glorias and Credos, none of which form a
‘suite’ that were intended to be performed together. The absence of the later movements of the mass
is also typical, as the Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus would be sung to plainchant, making up for the
excesses of the earlier movements.

Although Lotti never wrote an entire concertante mass, the Credo did find its way into a complete
mass setting — the Missa Sancti Christophori. One manuscript source compiles the Credo in F with a
Kyrie and Gloria also by Lotti in the same key. The compilation was made by Lotti’s pupil, Jan Dismas
Zelenka, who created the three remaining movements from material in the earlier sections — a
so-called ‘gestrechter’ mass.

Lotti wrote at least five Credos: this one in F, containing the Crucifixus for eight voices; and another
in D minor, with a Crucifixus for ten voices, seemingly modelled on the eight-part setting. The Credo in
G minor is for double choir but contains a Crucifixus for six voices, also seen separately. There are also
two Credos in B flat for four voices and strings throughout.

This edition comes from the Sachsische Landesbibliothek, Dresden, Mus 2159 D 5, a manuscript of
the complete Credo, written on Venetian paper in an Italian hand. The forces are for 2 violins, 2 violas
plus a bass continuo and keyboard. Double barlines, cautionary accidentals, fermatas and slurs are
editorial, as is the tempo indication at bar 273. The expansion of the keyboard part from the figured
bass is editorial and shown in smaller notes. Bar 272 has figures that do not seem to fit the harmony;
they have been ignored.

In the Crucifixus, the original key signature has only one flat; E and A flats in the score have therefore
been subsumed into the key signature. The major editorial task in this section is realising the bass and
adjusting the figures for the revised key signature.

Vocal scores and instrumental parts are also available from Ancient Groove Music.

The Missa Sancti Christophori, a complete mass setting that includes this Credo, is also available.

© 2018 Ben Byram-Wigfield
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