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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

Credo in D minor
a piu voci con violini e viole

EDITORIAL NOTES

SOURCE: British Library Additional MS 14177, a manuscript in score, c. 1800, in the hand of Giuseppe
Sigismondo (1739 - 1826). Sigismondo was a Neapolitan historian and amateur musician, and may have
come across Lotti’s works through his friendship with Niccolo Porpora (1686 - 1768).

The work originally has no key signature, and this has been maintained. The continuo part is unnamed and
contains no figures. Tempi indications, bracketed accidentals and slurs are editorial. The expansion of the
continuo, shown in small notes, is editorial.

The Crucifixus section is originally for three altos. The third alto part has been written as a first tenor part in
this edition, because of its range.

The copy suffers from several obvious transcription errors. Adjustments to the score are noted here.

Bar 17:  Viola 2 first note changed from E to D; C sharps at end of bar in viola 2 and tenor removed. (Sharp
is not present in Violin 2.)

37: 1st Viola final note is originally D; changed to F, to mirror Alto part.

52: Alto has E flat in source.

60-65:  Bass continuo part has 3 bars in the wrong place followed by 3 empty bars. The 3 extant bars have
been moved forward by 3 bars, and the 3 missing bars resupplied editorially.

134: Tenor 2 first note is conceivably a D, held on from the previous bar, though the original note (an E)
has been retained.
147: The third note of tenor 1 is originally a third lower (an A); the fourth note of tenor 2 is a third higher

(an A). The notes have been adjusted to fit the imitative point.
181-184: Underlay is supplied only in Bass part. The lyrics have been supplied editorially to fit the repeated
notes in other parts.

207: Tenor notes are originally Fs, a copying error from writing the notes of the alto part on the tenor
clef.

208: Tenor second note is originally a D.

218: Cello notes are originally Ds. A copyist’s error, most likely from taking the notes on the viola part
and accidentally placing them on the wrong staff with a different clef.

227: Alto notes are originally Fs. This is also likely to be an error caused by copying the tenor line onto
the wrong staff.

Lotti composed at least five settings of the Credo for choir, strings and continuo. The Credo irn D minor contains
the Crucifixus for 10 voices, often published separately as a motet. The Credo in F contains the Crucifixus for 8
voices; The Credo in G minor contains the Crucifixus for 6 voices. Lotti’s two Credos in B flat are for four voices
throughout and contain Crucifixus settings that have not previously been published separately as motets.

The other settings of the Credo are available from Ancient Groove Music, along with vocal scores and

instrumental parts.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London 2019 (Revised)
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Etincarnatus est
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