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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

EVENING SERVICE

THOMAS KNIGHT
(fl. 1525 - 1549)

Sources:

Oxford, Bodleian (GB-Ob): MS Mus. Sch. e. 420 - 422. “The Wanley partbooks’. A set of three books, c.
1548, lacking the Tenor.

Certaine Notes set forth in foure and three parts... (London: Day, 1565)

The Wanley books have been given primacy. Day’s publication is notorious for errors, but provides the

only Tenor line, and has more ficta written in.

The music is presented up a tone with note values halved. Accidentals in square brackets are editorial;
those in parentheses are cautionary. In the sources, the final note of each half verse has a fermata, and

each verse is separated by a double barline.

The Nunc dimittis in the 1565 print is a contrafacta of the Magnificat, adjusted for word rhythm.
However, the Wanley books show an entirely different version. The Tenor is missing, but a repeated
cantus firmus based on the Tonus Peregrinus seems to fit, and has been editorially supplied. The Wanley
books do not name the composer of either canticle, nor of several other works before and after, which
remain anomymous. This Nunc does not seem to be cut from the same cloth as the Magnificat, and may
not be by Knight.

Both settings of the Nunc have been provided. Interestingly, both use the words ‘before the face of all thy
people’.

Thomas Knyght was a Lay vicar at Salisbury Cathedral, and became Instructor of the Choristers in the
late 1520s, holding the post together with that of Organist from 1538 until 1549.

Doubt remains over the attribution, as Knyght's other works are pre-Reformation Latin settings.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, August 2025
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