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ANCIENT GROOVYE MUSIC

NATHANIEL GILES

SECOND EVENING SERVICE

Sources:

Oxford, Christ Church: Mus. 1220 — 1224. (Contratenor Decani, Tenors, Basses)

Durham Cathedral: C18 (Bass Dec); C1 (Medius Dec); C13 (Tenor Dec), E11a (Contratenor IT); A2
(Organ).

Nathaniel Giles was born in Worcester, c. 1558, and became Master of the Choristers at Worcester
Cathedral from 1581 to 1585; after which he moved to the St. George’s Chapel at Windsor until his
death. It is likely that he studied under the previous Master at Worcester, John Cobden, and he may have
even been a chorister. It is possible that he was a clerk at Magdalen College, Oxford in 1577.

The music is presented up a tone in original note values. This is primarily a performing edition, and
alterations from the sources (which do not always agree) have been made in the interests of performance.
For a scholarly rendering of the sources, readers should consult Early English Church Music vol. 63
(though it does contain several obvious errors).

The Medius Cantoris part has been largely reconstructed from the organ.

The original organ part makes little attempt to avoid consecutive fifths and octaves arising from the
reduction of the parts. Differences between the organ and the vocal parts have been reconciled with
practicality and likelihood in mind, though usually favouring the vocal parts.

17: The notes of this short bar are semibreves in the sources. The surviving Medius and Tenor sources
have hand-maid-en (with no melisma in the previous bar); though the Contratenors have ‘maid’, and do
not have sufficient notes for the extra syllable. The final note has been subdivided.

The major editorial intervention is at bars 18 and 40, where the sources have dotted semibreves at the
start of the bar. This has been changed to a minim rest followed by a semibreve, to aid the change-over
between Verse and Chorus in a stylistically typical fashion.

47: The Organ part deviates from the vocal harmony sufficiently that it has been heavily revised here.
71: Organ has E for first beat of left-hand, upper voice; creating consecutive fifths with the previous bar.
The Bass Cantoris source has a tied D (semibreve) over the barline, followed by a minim C, but the
harmony suggests that the semibreve and minim's duration should be swapped.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2025
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