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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

ORLANDO GIBBONS: SECOND EVENING SERVICE

EDITORIAL NOTES
SOURCES:
Cambridge Durham Oxford

Medius Decani Cp MS 47

Medius Cantoris Cp MS 34 DReMSC1

Contratenor Decani Cp MS 39 Och MS Mus. 1220
Contratenor Cantoris Cp MS 49 DRe MSE 11a

Tenor Decani Cqcl G.4.17 DRecMS C13 Och MS Mus. 1221
Tenor Cantoris DRec MS C 12 Och MS Mus. 1222
Bass Decani Cp MS 38 DRe MS C 18 Och MS Mus. 1223
Bass Cantoris Cp MS 33 Och MS Mus. 1224
Organ DRcMS A 2 Ob MS Tenbury 791

Also, John Barnard: The First Book of Selected Church Music, (Griffin: London, 1641).

Other sources exist, but have not been consulted. The music is presented in original note values and
transposed up a minor third. The sources do not always agree on accidentals, underlay, note division, etc.

The Decani/Cantoris indications need not be followed precisely, depending on the make-up of the choir.

MAGNIFICAT

27, Medius: Some sources have bless-ed, me blessed’.

61, Organ: The more adventurous might like to repeat the false relation of the previous bar.
107: Durham sources have Verse here until 111.

130, Bass: Christ Church and Peterhouse have an additional ‘men, A, as shown in italics.

NUNC DIMITTIS

1: Different sources allocate the music of bars 1to 8 and 9 to 13 in various combinations of Decani and
Cantoris. This edition follows the Peterhouse partbooks, but with Cantoris and Decani switched from 1 to
13. (E.g. Durham and Barnard have 1 to 8 as here, but switch 9 to 13.)

30, 31: Contratenor 2 and Tenor notes on ‘9f” have been swapped.

61, Contratenor 2: Sources have a syncopated minim, starting after a crotchet rest at the beginning of
the bar.

70, Contratenor 1: The Amen of the Nunc dimittis differs from that of the Magnificat (and Jubilate) by
having the ornamented suspension in the Contratenor 1 part, as well as in the Medius.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2023
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