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Gibbons wrote the verse anthem O all true faithful hearts in 1619 
as ’a thanksgiving for the King's happy recovery from a great 
dangerous sickness’. 

Opportunities to perform the work ‘meaningfully’ are slim, given 
the requirement for a male monarch to fall ill and recover; so 
in the 1860s, Sir Frederick Gore Ouseley commissioned Revd H.R. 
Bramley to provide a more liturgically useful text. Bramley adapted 
a meditation on the Advent Prose O Oriens by Richard M. Benson, 
which starts with the words O thou, the central orb of righteousness. 

Ouseley’s edition of 1873 fatefully contains a mistake in the text, 
rhyming the word ‘day’ with itself — the poetical equivalent of a 
consecutive !fth. ("e unlikely alternative of ‘clay’ has been 
suggested.) However, an anthem book in Durham Cathedral of 1871 
contains the text of Bramley’s poem, and gives ‘transforming ray’ 
as the rhyme, which better !ts the imagery of light throughout. 
(Benson’s original poem also rhymes ‘day’ with ‘ray’.) It is listed 
under settings by Gibbons, so Durham must have already obtained 
copies of Ouseley’s contrafactum.

"e surviving source (Ox. Ch.Ch. Ms 21) is for voices with viol 
accompaniment. "e organ part here is therefore an editorial 
construction, based on the viol parts, but with alterations made to 
allow playing on manuals only, and to simplify unnecessary 
complexity in the voicing.

"is edition alters some underlay, to match the fall of syllables in 
the original text. Original note values have been preserved, and the 
music transposed up a tone.

62: "e source marks this passage ‘Verse’, though it has the texture 
of a Chorus, with all parts singing. 

Viol parts and other transpositions are available on request.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2023
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

 




  

 

 











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


   

     

     


       


       

    




 
     

  
  

      
 

 
  




  



 















  

  


























 











  










 




























- - - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

Full

Come, quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry

Full

Come, quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry shine, thy glo ry

Full

Come, quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry, thy glo ry

Full

Come quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry, glo ry

Full

Come quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry, glo ry

Full









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    
      




   
        






        

     

 



 




     
  






 






 





 





 






 



 

  























 










 












 













- - -

- - - - -

- - - -

- - - - -

- - - -

shine; Gild ing our dark some heav’n with rays di vine.

shine; Gild ing our dark some heav’n with rays di vine.

shine; Gild ing our dark some heav’n with rays di vine.

shine; Gild ing our dark some heav’n with rays di vine.

shine; Gild ing our dark some heav’n with rays di vine.

 





 
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
   

  
        

 


   
 

    
  

   


    

          
  

  
             


 

          


  
 

   
 





 


 
    






 







 




 
 


  




  

   


  












  














 














- -

- - - -

Verse	Decani

Let thy bright beams dis perse the gloom, the gloom of sin: our na ture, our

Verse	Cantoris

Let thy bright beam dis perse the gloom of sin: our na ture, our na ture

  



 
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
           

   

      
      

   

          


 


        

 


       


        



 




 






 
   

  















 





 


 




 


 
  


  




















  














 














- - - - -

- - -

na ture all shall feel, our na ture all shall feel e ter nal day

all shall feel, shall feel e ter nal day













58

©	2023	Ben	Byram-Wigfield.	Licensed	to	print.

6 O	thou,	the	central	orb



  
     



         

        


    



       
 

  


  

     
 


   



     


  




 

 

 


 




 

  


 




 




 
 






    









  














 














- -

- -

- - - -

- - - -

- -

- -

Full

In fel low ship with thee,

Full

In fel low ship with thee,

Full

In fel low ship with thee, with thee, in fel low ship with

Full

In fel low ship with thee, with thee, in fel low

Full

In fel low ship with thee,

Full

In fel low ship with thee,

Full





 




    

  

62

      
      



             




  
    

 

  
      

 

      
      

     


   
      



 



    



   

 
  

 


 
 



     


 
 





 

 
     


















 














 














- - - -

- - - -

- -

- - -

- - -

- - - - -

in fel low ship with thee, trans form ing ray to

in fel low ship with thee, trans form ing ray to

thee, trans form ing ray,

ship with thee, trans form ing ray to souls,

trans form ing ray to souls ere while

in fel low ship with thee, trans form ing ray to souls, ere while



 

 

 













 
 
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              

  
      


   

 
   


    

       
    





   

   


   






  
  

  
  


 

 





 

















  
 

 
 


 







  










 














- - - -

- -

- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

souls, ere while un clean, now pure with in, with in,

now pure with in, with in,

ere while un clean, now pure with in, now pure with in, with

un clean, now pure with in, now pure with in, with in,

un clean, to souls, ere while un clean, now pure with





  



 




   
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             

 
    

   



 
     



  

      
     

 
     






    





  

 
 















 

 
  


  












  










 












 













- - -

- -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - - -

now pure with in, now pure with in, pure with in.

now pure with in, now pure with in.

in, now pure with in, with in, now pure with in.

now pure with in, now pure with in.

in, with in, now pure with in, with in.







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


   

     

     


       


       

    




 
     

  
  

      
 

 
  




  



 
















 
  


























 











  










 




























- - - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

Come, quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry

Come, quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry shine, thy glo ry

Come, quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry, thy glo ry

Come quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry, glo ry

Come quick ly come, and let, and let thy glo ry, glo ry

Full









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    
      
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