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EDITORIAL NOTES

Johann Joseph Fux was one of the most influential composers of the late Baroque. His 1725 treatise
on music, Gradus ad Parnassum, is still an important reference work for students and music theorists.
As Kapellmeister to three Holy Roman Emperors, his music was as much a part of cultural trappings
of the Habsburg dynasty as any architecture, painting or sculpture.

Fuchs wrote the Introit and Kyrie (K.51) for Eleonore Magdalene Therese of Neuburg (1655 - 1720),
the third wife of Leopold I, whose funeral was on 5 March 1720. The music was used again, and
expanded with the Dies Irae (K.52) and Offertorium (K53) in 1731, and later with the Libera me (K.54).
The instrumental parts of the Hofkappelle have the dates on which the works were performed
inscribed on the title page.

5 March 1720: (K51) Eleonore Magdalene Therese of Neuburg (1655 - 1720)

28 April 1729: (K51) Leopold, Duke of Lorraine (1679 - 1729)

2 November 1731: (K51, K52, K53): All Souls’ Day

2 November 1735: All Souls’ Day

12 July 1736: Prince Prince Eugene of Savoy (1663 - 1736)

2 November 1737: All Souls’ Day

2 November 1739: All Souls’ Day

16 November 1740: Charles VI

20 October 1741: (1st obit of Charles VI's death)

13 August 1743: Possibly for Maria Magdalena Josefa, Archduchess of Austria (1689 - 1743).

Sources:

Vienna: Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek (A-Wn), three sets of instrumental parts, dated 1720.
Mus.Hs.19015 Introitus & Kyrie (K.51)

Mus.Hs.16353 Dies Irae (K.52)

Mus.Hs.16354 Offertorium (K.53)

Mus.Hs.16355: Libera me (K.54), a score.

Cautionary accidentals are in parentheses (curved); editorial accidentals are in square brackets. The
source material has no fermate on the final note of any section, and none have been added.

Kyrie
13, Viola: Third beat has a minim in the source; this has been split in two to allow the Tutti entry
(matching the Ripieno Alto Trombone part).

Dies Irae

9, Basso: The Violone parts show no staccato or slur markings as the other strings; they have been
added. The Viola similarly lacks them from bar 16.

21, Violini: It is unclear how long the Staccato indication is to last.

177, Continuo: The Bass vocal part has the D flat; the other bass instruments have no marking.

296, Continuo: No accidental is shown on the third beat in any of the parts.

Vocal score and Instrument parts are available on request.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2022
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Libera me, Domine

Quando caeli ut supra
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