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Sentence 111
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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

WiLLiaM CROFT

MuUSIC FOR THE BURIAL SERVICE

with music by Henry Purcell
This edition (2025) has been entirely revised.

Source: Croft, Musica Sacra, Vol. 1. (London: John Walsh, 1724)

William Croft’s Burial Service is one of the great traditions of English sacred choral music, having been
performed at every state funeral since its inception. When Croft composed it, he included the setting of
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts (Z.58b) by Henry Purcell. He later gave the reason for
doing so:

“In that service, there is one verse composed by my predecessor, the famous Mr. Henry
Purcell, to which, in justice to his memory, his name is applied. The reason why I did not
compose that verse anew (so as to render the whole service entirely of my own
composition) is obvious to every Artist; in the rest of that service composed by me, I have
endeavoured as near as I could, to imitate that great master and celebrated composer,
whose name will for ever stand high in the rank of those who have laboured to improve the
English style.”

Notes are presented at pitch and with original note values. The original time signature is C in the source.
The barring has been preserved. Accidentals and bass figures in brackets are editorial.

The section by Purcell has been altered from Croft’s published version to conform with earlier Purcellian
sources. The variants in Croft’s account of the music, and across the other sources, are as follows:

44: Croft has Tenor C minim, rising crotchets in Soprano.

49: Croft has semibreve in all parts, set to ‘prayers’.

52: Croft has equal minims, in all parts.

55: Croft has equal minims, in all parts.

57: Croft: STB has ‘mer’minim, ‘¢i-ful’on crotchets.

57: Croft has equal minims on ‘Sa-viour’, in all parts.

59, Soprano: Most sources have dotted rhythm for first two notes, as the other parts.

59: Croft has equal minims on -fer-nal’, in all parts.

63, Bass: Only Ch. Ch. 794 has the pedal D in the vocal bass part. Croft also has the pedal, but the
staff is shared with the organ. If performed unaccompanied, some Basses could hold the D, if desired.
67, Tenor: Only BL Add. 31444 has the two crotchets here. Other sources have minim A.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
Revised, 2025
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