ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

Cantemus Domino

Edited by ANTONINO BIFFI
Ben Byram-Wigfield (1666 - 1733)
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EDITORIAL NOTES

Cantemus Domino by Antonino Biffi. (The text is the song of the Israelites celebrating the
overwhelming of the Egyptians in the Red Sea.)

Source: Vienna, Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Mus.Hs.15602: a 19th-century manuscript
in score.

The work is attributed to Antonio Lotti (and is amongst a collection of Lotti’s works), but all
other sources attribute the work to Biffi, including a mid-18th-century source in Venice (I-Vire,
16), which is a collection of motets for three voices and continuo by Biffi.

Antonino Biffi joined the choir of San Marco in 1692, and almost immediately became the
assistant to the elderly maestro, Partenio. After Partenio died in 1701, he was appointed
maestro di cappella, and remained in post until his death in 1733.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2020
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