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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC



Sources: A collection of 17th-century partbooks in the library
of Durham Cathedral.

Organ: MS A 6
Medius Decani: E4
Medius Cantoris: C1, E5
Contratenor I Decani:Missin�
Contratenor I Cantoris: E11a, E7
Contratenor II Decani: E6
Contratenor II Cantoris: E8
Tenor Decani: C13, E9
Tenor Cantoris: C12
Bassus Decani:Missin�
Bassus Cantoris: E11

!e music is presented up a tone in original note values.

!e source material allocates music across four distinct
Contratenor parts: Primus and Secundus books on both
Decani and Cantoris. However, the music is divided into no
more than two parts at any one time. !is edition con"ates
the material into two parts, labelled I and II. !e Verse
sections have been marked Decani/Cantoris as appropriate.

If more practicable, a Tenor may be directed to sing some of
the lower Contratenor phrases.

MAGNIFICAT

42-45: !e two syllables of ‘tho-rough” could be sung as
‘through’ to one minim, if preferred.

99: !e Decani Contratenor part has F# E B B G. !e Bs are
doubled by the Tenor, and the Organ has FFGG throughout.
It’s possible that the missing Decani Contratenor followed
the organ line.!e line has been changed editorially.

109 Contratenor I: 1st note has been sharpened.

NUNC DIMITTIS

22: last beat is rest for Decani Medius.
20: Tenor has semibreve G#.

61: Organ has semibreve E as top note of #rst beat.
63: Tenor has C in source.
64: Dec Medius part is BBGG, which is unusually discordant,
and not re"ected in the Organ part.!e Dec Medius part has
been revised.
65: Contratenor verse source has minim F# on beat 2.
Changed to match organ part (and following bar).

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2019

EDITORIAL NOTES
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