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EDITORIAL NOTES

Sources:

Peterhouse, Cambridge

GB-Cp MS 33: Bass Cantoris

GB-Cp MS 34: Medius Cantoris
GB-Cp MS 38: Bass Decani

GB-Cp MS 39: Contratenor 1 Decani
GB-Cp MS 47: Medius Decani

GB-Cp MS 49: Contratenor 1 Cantoris
GB-Cp MS 46: Organ

British Library
GB-Lbl MS Harley 7339: Score (No Gloria)

Ely Cathedral (Now at Cambridge University)
GB-Cu MS Ely 28: Tenor
GB-Cu MS Ely 1: Organ

The source material is titled either as ‘for verses’
or ‘Mr. Cesar’s Service’. Henry Caesar was Dean
of Ely Cathedral from 1614 until his death in
1636. Amner was closely associated with Ely,
having been a chorister, then organist,
Informator choristarum (from 1610), and a
minor Canon.

The complete ‘service’ comprises Venite, Te
Deum, Jubilate, Magnificat, Nunc dimittis, Kyrie
to the Commandments and Credo. These are
available in separate publications for Morning
Prayer, Evening Prayer, and the Communion
Service.

The Gloria is not part of ‘Mr Cesar’s Service’, but
as it is his only setting of the text, it has been
included here.

This edition is based on the Peterhouse sources.
The British Library score by Thomas Tudway (c.
1650 - 1726) has been consulted, but given little
weight.

The verse indications (usually incomplete) throughout the music show a clear
use of a reduced texture without basses for the verse sections, contrasting
with full Chorus sections. These often alternate in rapid succession. Editorial
indications for Verse and Chorus are shown in square brackets where they
are absent from the sources but assumed.

The Contratenor parts show a frequent common practice of the period: at
the end of a phrase sung by both sides (Decani and Cantoris), where one side
(e.g. Decani) continues on its own, the other side (e.g. Cantoris) will hold on
to its final note, overlapping the first note of the new phrase. (Thus, a minim
for Decani is a semibreve for Cantoris.) As the Contratenor part is largely
shown on one staff, such points have been indicated with an asterisk *.

The underlay in the sources is somewhat open to conjecture: often only the
initial word of each (familiar) phrase is written, leaving the singer to fill in as
best they can. Melismas are not always indicated with slurs. Editorial slurs
are shown as dashed slurs; all other slurs are found in one or more sources.
Italics indicate underlay where the editorial assignment is just one of a
number of possible interpretations, or where the source is unsatisfactory (e.g.
too many syllables for the notes).

Kyrie
1: There is no time signature in the Peterhouse sources.

Gloria

3, Bass: Bass vocal part has no sharp: organ has one.

25: Organ book has E for final note of top voice.

33-42: The Medius Verse, in square brackets, is editorial.

48: Organ has fermata one minim early.

64: The Tenor verse is found in the Contratenor part; the final Contratenor
phrase in bar 65 is found in the Medius book.

Creed

26: Dec Bass has two minims instead of semibreve, with underlay all things
were made.

32: Both Dec and Can Contratenors have “Verse’ for this section: though verse
sections are usually found in one or other part. No other part has a Verse
indication, and there is no Chorus before the Verse at 44.

44, Tenor: This verse was originally in the Decani Contratenor part.

47: Amner provides only one syllable for an ‘Englished’ form of Pontius. For
the best word stress and to keep the remaining syllables in the original
position, the single minim has been split into two crotchets in all parts.

75: Tudway has the Cantoris and Decani Medius parts switched from that of
the Peterhouse sources.

110, Medius: The Peterhouse source has a single note for the three bars
110-112, and it is in the Decani part. (The parts have been swapped in the
edition, and the note subdivided.)

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2022
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Kyrie (Responses to the Commandments)
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